I. 


H A T the number of Slaves annually carried 
from the Coaſt of Africa, in Britiſh veſſels, is 
ſuppoſed to be about — — — 38, ooo. 


That the number annually carried to the Britiſh 
Weſt India Iſlands, has (on an average of four years, 
to the year 1787 incluſive) amounted to about — 22,500, 


That the number annually retained in the faid 
Iſlands, as far as appears by the Cuſtom Houſe ac- 
counts, has amounted, on the ſame average, to about — 17,500. 


II. 
THAT much the greater number of the Negroes, carried 
away by European veſſels, are brought from the interior parts 


of the Continent of Africa, and many of them from a very great 
diſtance. | 


That no preciſe information appears to have been obtained 
of the manner in which theſe perſons have been made Slaves. 


But that from the accounts, as far as any have been procured 
on this ſubject, with reſpe& to the Slaves brought from the in- 
terior parts of Africa, and from the information which has been 
received reſpecting the countries nearer to the Coaſt, the Slaves 
may in general be claſſed under ſome of the following deſcrip- 


tions. 
Iſt. Priſoners taken in war. 


2d. Free perſons ſold for debt, or on account of real or im- 
puted crimes, particularly Adultery and Witchcraft; in which 


caſes they are frequently ſold with their whole families, and 


ſometimes for the profit of thoſe by whom they are con- 
demned. 


zd. Domeſtic Slaves ſold for the profit of their Maſters, in 
ſome places at the will of the Maſters, and in ſome places, on 
being condemned for real or imputed crimes, 5 
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4th. Perſons made Slaves by various acts of oppreſſion, vio- 
Jence, or fraud, committed either by the Princes and Chiefs of 
thoſe Countries on their ſubjects, or by private individuals on 
each other, or laſtly by Europeans engaged in this traffic. 


HI. 


THAT the trade carried on by European Nations on the 
Coaſt of Africa, for the purchaſe of Slaves, has neceſſarily a ten- 
dency to occaſion frequent and cruel wars among the natives, 
to produce unjuſt convictions and puniſhments for pretended or 
aggravated crimes, to encourage acts of oppreſſion, violence, and 
fraud, and to obſtruct the natural courſe of civilization and im- 
provements in thoſe Countries. 


IV. 

THAT the continent of Africa, in its preſent ſtate, furniſhes 
ſeveral valuable articles of Commerce highly important to the 
trade and manufactures of this kingdom, and which are in a 
great meaſure peculiar to that quarter of the Globe; and that 
the Soil and Climate have been found by experience well adapted 


to the production of other articles, with which we are now either 
wholly or in great part ſupplied by foreign nations. 


That an extenſive. commerce with Africa in. theſe. commodities 
might probably be ſubſtituted in the place of that which is now 
carried on in Slaves, ſo as at leaſt to afford a return for the ſame 
quantity of goods as has annually been carried thither in Britiſh 
veſlels. | 


And laſtly, That ſuch .a commerce might. reaſonably be ex- 
. pected to increaſe in proportion to the progreſs of civilization 
and improvement on that Continent. 


V. 


THAT the Slave Trade has been found by experience to be 

culiarly injurious and deſtructive to the Britiſh Seamen who 
ee employed therein; and that the mortality among them 
has been much greater than in His Majeſty's ſhips ſtationed on 
. the Coaſt of Africa, or than has been uſual in Britiſh veſſels em- 
ployed in any other. trade. ES) | 


. 


THAT the. mode of tranſporting the Slaves from Africa to 
the Weſt Indies neceſſarily expoſes them to many and grievous 
| ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, for which no regulations can provide an adequate 
remedy; and that, in conſequence thereof, a large proportion 
of them has annually periſned during the voyage. | 


VII. 


THAT a large proportion of the Slaves fo tranſported has 
alſo periſhed in the harbours in the Weſt Indies previous to their 
being ſold. That this loſs is ſtated by the Aſſembly of the 
Iſland of Jamaica at about four and a half per cent. of the 
number imported; and is, by medical perſons of experience in 
that iſland, aſcribed in great meaſure to diſeaſes contracted du- 
ring the voyage, and to the mode of treatment on board the 
ſhips, by which thoſe diſeaſes have been ſuppreſſed for a time, 
in order to render the Slaves fit for immediate fale. 


VIII. 


THAT the loſs of newly- imported Negroes, within the firſt 
three years after their importation, bears à large proportion to 
the whole number imported. 


IX. 


THAT the natural increaſe of population, among the Slaves 
in the iſlands, appears to have been impeded principally by the 
following cauſes : 

| 1ſt. The inequality of the number of the ſexes in the im- 
portations from Africa. ; 

'2d. The general diſſoluteneſs of manners among the Slaves, 
and the want of proper regulations for the encouragement of 
marriages, and of rearing children, 

zd. Particular diſeaſes which are prevalent among them, and 
which are in ſome inſtances attributed to too ſevere labour or 
rigorous treatment, and in others to inſufficient or improper 
food. | 3 | 
4th. Thoſe diſeaſes which affect a large proportion of Negro 
children in their infancy, and thoſe to which the Negroes newly 
imported from Africa have been found to be particularly liable, 
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ONS X. | 
THAT the whole number of Slaves in the Iſland 
of Jamaica, in 1768, was about - - 167,000; 
That the number in 1774; was, as ſtated by 
Governor Keith, about _ - = 193,000 ;' 
And, that the number in December 1787, as ſtated 
by Lieutenant Governor Clarke, was about = 256,000. 


That, by comparing theſe numbers with the numbers im- 
ported into and retained in the Iſland, in the ſeveral years from 
1768 to 1774 incluſive, as appearing from the accounts delivered 
to the Committee of Trade by Mr. 5 a and in the ſeveral 

ars from 1775 incluſive, to 1787 alſo 1 ve, as appearin 
— 1 in by the Inſpector General; 2 
for a loſs of about one twenty-ſecond part by deaths on ſhip- 
board after entry, as ſtated in the Report of the Aſſembly of the 
faid Iſland of Jamaica, it appears, 


That the annual exceſs of deaths above births in the Iſland, in 
the whole period of nineteen years, has been in the proportion 
of about ſeven-eighths per cent. computing on the medium 
number of Slaves in the Iſland during that period. 


That in the firſt ſix years of the ſaid nineteen, the exceſs of 
deaths was in the proportion of rather more than one on every 


hundred on the medium number. 


That in the laſt thirteen years of the ſaid nineteen, the ex- 
ceſs of deaths was in the proportion of about three-fifths -on 
every hundred on the medium number ; and that a number of 
Slaves, amounting to 1 5,000, is ſtated by the Report of the Iſland 
of Jamaica to have periſhed, during the latter period, in conſe- 
quence of repeated hurricanes and of the want of foreign ſup- 
plies of proviſions. | 


XI. | 
THAT the whole number of Slaves in the Iſland of 


Barbadoes was, in the year 1764, according to the ac- 
count given in to the Committee of Trade by Mr. Braith- 


waite - 5 — = 70,706. . 
That in 1774, the number was, by the ſame account 74, 874. 
In 1780, by ditto — — — - 68,270. 
In 1781, after the hurricane, according to the ſame ac- 

count — _ — - — - 63,248. 
Jn 1786, by ditto _ — — = 62,118. 


That 
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That by comparing theſe numbers with the number imported 
into this Iſland, according to the ſame account (not allowing for 
any re-exportation) the annual exceſs of deaths, above births, 
in the ten years from 1764. to 1774, was in the proportion of 
about five on every hundred, computing on the medium num- 
ber of Slaves in the Ifland during that period. 


That in the ſeven years from 1774 to 1780, both incluſive? 
the exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of about one and 
one-third on every hundred, on the medium number. 


That between the year 1780 and 1781, there appears to have 
been a decreaſe in the number of Slaves of about 5,000, 


That in the fix years from 1782 to 1786, both incluſive, the 
exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of rather leſs than ſeven- 
eighths in every hundred, on the medium number. 


And that in the four years from 1783 to 1786, both inclu- 
ſive, -the exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of rather leſs 
than one-third in every hundred, on the medium number. 


And that, during the whole period, there is no doubt that 
ſome were exported from the Iſland, but conſiderably more in 


the firſt part of this period than in the laſt, 


XII. 


THAT the accounts from the Leeward Iflands, and from Do- 
-minica, Grenada, and Saint Vincent's, do not furniſh ſufficient 
grounds for comparing the ſtate of population in the ſaid Iſlands 
at different periods, with the number of Slaves which have been 
from time to time imported into the ſaid iſlands, and exported 
therefrom, , 


But that, from the evidence which has been received reſpecting 
the preſent ſtate of theſe Iſlands, as well as of Jamaica and Bar- 
badoes; and from a conſideration of the means of obviating the 
cauſes which have hitherto operated to impede the natural in- 
creaſe of the Slaves, and of leſſening the demand for manual 
labour, without diminiſhing the profit of the Planter ; it appears 
that no conſiderable or permanent inconvenience would reſult 
from diſcontinuing the farther importation of African Slaves. 


wy 


_— ——_— 


—_—  _— _————— — 


„ 


. <Y 


W AE ISS 


„ 


